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REVIEW OF NHW BOOKS,

Bierer's FoLry, Br Mre, Honry Wood., Phils-
delpbia: T. B, Peterson & Brothers,

Had Mra, Honry Wood, at the outset of her
Iterary oareer, tnrned her ambition away from
the channel of novel writing, and underiaken
the editing of a popular edition of the “Nowgate
Oalondar,” we do not doubt but that she would
have made a great snccess, Endowed with won-
derful fertility of imagination, and much better
versed in the eriminal law of Groat Britain than
in the rules of asntax, we regret, both for her
own reputation aad ‘or the good of the literary
world, that her gond anzel had not polnted out
to her thal the road to zlory was through the
“Onlendar.” Bot fate made her a novelist; and
with all her faulis, ghe onn certainly write a
most enteriaining work. By o series of rapid
expoutions she is enabled to manafaoturs works

with alarming rapidity. Not six months
pass but erome new ‘“‘folly,” or “orime,”
or somébody’'s ‘‘daughters,” ecomes [from

her pen; and itls thus only in the course of
nature that, with the ocommencement of the
summer geason, we should have the regular
inatalment, This time the book has come in the
shape of “'Blster's Folly," which Messrs, Petar-
son, with their usual eneray, have published this
moruing. We have read with a goodly amount
of plensure the advance copy sent ug, and muost
acknowledee that we derived much amusament,
conniderable entertuinment, but very little profit
from il. It is written as all Mrs. Wood'a books
are writlien. This stvle i such as an author
ean only have at high pressure, and when
writng st steam-power; and as to lterary
merit, though s erific for & moraing contempo.
rary talls us itis a “literary curiosity” und *well
constructed,” It poseesscs none whatever, The
details are rusbied togather and the plot evolved
out of the detals, The denouement s certaluly
well gonceived, but at the sume time it is g0 im-
probable that 1t is far beyond the most
acute penctration to discern s drift. Let us
look at the book. The scene opens in the coun-
try, amid a rural district which is deseribed in the
following eleganily constructed gentence:—

“The harvest was nearly gathered—this had
been a late spason—but o fow telde of golden
grain, in proces: of reaping, fmparted their
warm lints to the landscape,”

It was amid this healthy soene that the hero
appeared. We have vainly sought to discoyer
from various remarks whal sort of o looking
man the hero wne, We are told on page 21 taat
he was "o tall, slender man, of about four-and-
twenty, & man of evident good breedidg.” And
another valuable piece. of information: *“He
wore a light summer overcoat on his well-out
clothes, sud had o most aitractive fuce,” An
overcoat in Ansust is rather warm, but he may
bhave had his reasons. This bero was Val Elster,
afterwards Lord Hartleton. It was he that was
guilty of all the folly of the boek, Tolet our
roaders know what lus folly was, we make the
following extracts:—

**A physiognomist might have found fault
with the face; and, while admitting its sweet
expressiou, would have condemued it for its
ulter want of resolution. Want of that, the fnabi
lity to say ‘no’ to uny sort of persuasion, whether
for good or tor ill; in shori, & rotal absence
of what may be called moral courage, hud been
irom his childbood Val Elster's besctting sin,
There was n Joke against litile Val when he was
a boy ol seven. Some playmates bud insisted
upon his wulking into a pond, snd standing
there. Poor Val, ecompletely unable to sa
‘no,’ walked in, and was nemly drowned for
his pains. It had been made a joke arainst him
then; how many such ‘jokes' could have bean
broughbt against him since he grew up, Val him-
selt ocould alone tell, As the child had baen, so
was the man; the scra{ms that his irresolution
brought him into he did not care to glance at;
and while all too aware of his one lamentable
deficlency, he was equally aware tha: he was
powerless to make stand against it l‘a:n,plu, in
speaking of this, called it ‘Lister's Folly.'”

Furlher on, however, we fiud him gailty of
other follies, & Little nearer erimes. We do not
know what Mre, Wood expected in a gentle.
man, but we are told, as an evidence of his great
virtue, that he always answered people politely,
“‘even il' they were his inleriors,” As s general
rule, geuilemen do, Bul we mnst leave our
Ahero for the present, and proceed to what we
are told “is link gpon link—link upon lluk—an
awlul, heavy, despairing welent of burden,
which no hand could iift, and which would
have to be borpe for the most part in dread
Becreey and silence,”

Lord Hartleton dies, and Val becomes Earl,
He is engaged to 8 young lady, who, we are told
on page 63, was “one of the sweectest, most
lovable, most charming of girls, almost withoul
& compeer in the world for grace, beaaty, and
goodness,” He however (ailsin love, or, rather, is
inveigled into love, with a Lady Maunde, and be-
comes engaged to them both, This was a little
exhibition of lus folly, Lady Mo 'de, we are told,
had “handsome black eyes,” but there wasa
“hardiesse” (7) about her. He marries Lady
Muude, but continues to love snd seck to conry
the “‘most lovable girl in the world.” Another
folly. Atler his marrisge it appears that Lord
Hartleton had been married o some one else
for & number of years, His marriage was
& secret one, he being told to stand up and
oall the woman his wile, He did so,
continued to live with her, and was astonished
to find thay by the laws of Scotlund he was
legally married, The breaking of the news to
the Earl wus rather exciting. We quote the

account, with an apology to the reader for its
indelicaoy, My, Curr wasa friénd of the Barl's:—

“I hope you are well, Ludy Hartleton," sala
Mr, Ourr,

Bhe would not #ee the offered hand, but sweps
onwurd with a cold courtesy, stopping just
moment to speak Lo her husbuug,

*You are nov going out with me, Lord Har.
tleton

1l cannot to-night, Mende.
detaining me, ™

Bhe swept onward op the stalrs, vouchsafing
no other word. 'Tney lingered s minute betore
following, tolet her get into the druwing-room.

“Poor Maude] poor Maude!—What will be-
come of her, it Wis is brought howe to me "

“And i1t 18 10t brought hometo you, the fact
remains the same Mr, Catr, in his merol.
Jess truta. '

**And ourchildren) pur children!” groaned
the Earl, n bot fusy of dread arielog iu bis
white tace.

Mr, Carr said something abruptly; it sounded
like, *You must not have ohildren.” Whatever
it was, Lord Hartleton shivepad,

“Too lute, Carr: 100 lutew

Thoy shut themselves inwith the
and the conference Was renewsd,

Certainly very melo-dramabis but hardly as
refined w8 Mrs, Homans would like, or in facs
Mis. Grondy either. His wife fndy iy oit, und
dies, not of that, but from seeing wer son got &
full, Rathes hard that she should liye through
disgrace, and then peacelully die from polhing,

Business |s

stranger,

while hins nlso gone the way of all flesh, and the
liero within the vear marries his third wife, “'the.
most lovabie grl in the wold.”

The oharagter of tha Earl is an equally
absurd mixture of opposites, He is good-hearted
and weak, praying continually,ns we are told, and
has n determination to do his duty, yot is con.
tinually caught wishing wmself dead. Agaln
and again doos the pleasant anlioipation hreak
from hislips. His recond wife is the best drawn
perdonage in the book, but she seems Lo us to be
rather peeuliar. She hates Val, yet marrios him
for money—that we ean understand ; she then
loves himn passionately, and then eommenbos Lo
hate him again without auy cause. Hor feslings
are like the tide, contiunally ebbing sad fo wing,
and nhile we do not protend o anderstand the
temale henrt, yet wo do think the Lady Mauda is
tnnatural,

There 1s but one other character worthy of |
note, and that 18 the Dowager Countess of Kir
to. We would cordlally sdvise Mrs. Wood to
depict the manners of wasbherwomen, and leave
Indiss alone. We never heard of suoch a character |
among the fah-mongers of Billing=zate, much
1028 in the polite circle of any eivilized natlon.
We will deseribe her best by glving sn account |
of her bohavior nt the time of the first Barl's
death:—

The Countess Dowager's grief commenced
rather turbulently., She talked and shriexod
and dapced round lo her pink satln, in the
m'ddle of the hall, exactly as it she had becen a
wild Indisn. Tt was so intensely ladicrona that
the ha |l gazed in sllenoce,

“Here today, and gone lo-morrow!" she
gohbed, “Oh—o—oh 1"

“Nay," erfed young Carteret; “‘here today,
and g me now,  Poor lellow ! it o awlol

“And you have done it!" ghe cried, turning
her grier upon the astoni-hed boy, and hegin.
ning to dance round him. *You! What basi-
nesg had you to allure him off again in that
migerable boat, once hie had gone homo

“Don't traaiple me down, please!” he indig-
nanily returned; 1 am a% cut up as you can be.
Hedges, nadn’t you better get Lady Kirwon's
mald here? I think she's going mad.”

““And now the house is without a master," she |
bemoaned, returuiag to her own griofs snd
trouhles, “and I hove ail the arfangements
thrown npon mysein"

*The bouse is not without a master,” sald
young Carlaret, who seemed inelinen to have
the lnat word. ‘*lt one muoster has gone from
it, poor feltow | there's another to replage him;
and he is at your elbow now.”

He at her elbow was Val Elster, Lady Kirton
gathered in the sensce of the words, and gave o
cry—n real, prolonged cry of absolute dismay, |

*He cun't be 1ts master,”

*1 should say he 15 ma'am. At any rate, he s
the Earl of Hartleton.”

Bhe looked trom one to the other in helploss
doubt, It wasa contingency that had never so
much &8 once aocurred to bar, Hud she wanted
contirmation, the oext moment brouelit i to her
fiom the lips of the butlar,

“Hedges," called out Percival, sternly, fn his
embarrassment and emel, Yopen 1o the dining-
room door. We saust get the hall olear,”

“The door Is open, my lord.”

“Yah—sh—ah!” shriesed the Countess
Dowager; “4¢, Lord Hartledon! Why, | was
guing to recommend his brother to shp him ol
to Canada for li'e,”

It was altogether an unseemly scene at such a
time. But nemily everyihing that the Countess
Bowager of Kirton did was unseemly,

Her ladyship was so continually going through
with this war-dance, that we think tha* Mra,
Wood must have just discovered the word, and
sought to make 1t familiar to her readers, The
whole character is much out ot place, and had
better have been omitted, or else put in the place
of the housckeeper,

But with all its fanlts and absurdities, the book
is well worth perusal. It is as absorbing ns any
book which has fallen uunder our notice tor
months, and will muke most entertaining sum.
mer reading.  For interesy, it is the best ol all of
Mra. Wood's works, and will, we autisspute, have
8 vast circle of admirers. While most ridionlous,
it is most absorbing. T. B. Peterson & Brothers
have published it [rom advance sheets,

Eiterature at Ilome aand Abroad —
Authors, Artists, Pabilishers, aud PFab-
lic—What all are Dolng.

The news of Literature &t home and abroad,
is nol enconiraging. Book-wriling is going on
06 censelessly as ever, it 18 true (when did the
bees ever think4ioney enough had been made?),
but book buying hus been slacking off for some
time back, and book making is likely to come
10 a comparative stand still, after the works
now under way, and in an advanced state, shall
have been put lorth,

Fewer lighter books, for summer and seaside
reading, have been published this year than for
many before. The novels have not been as
plentiful as usual. Summer novels are generally
of such a trashy nature, however, that, perhaps,
we ought not to xegret this fulling off. Why won't
some of our publishers make a small fortune by
collecting in handy volumes the thousund or two /
short, smart stories which give so many readers
to the weekly papers and monthly magazines?
Everybody don't care to keep the mind strained
over a long novel during the leisure moments
they find in the country and at the watering-
places,, Many loyve to plck up a hook to while
away half an hour's idle time, snd then put it
away, tu be dipped into again as into a bon-bon
box—this they cannot do with the long novel—
but thus they might do with the volume of fifty
or sixty short stories,

Nothing that has yet been put forth in this
line, however, has been rightly done. The
Horpers or the Appletons could get upa volume
to meet the demand, if they would—uesily
bound, with stories selected to suit popular, not
wsthetie tastes,

The question now exeiting much sttention in
the literary world, here and abroad, {s that of

INTERNATIONAL QOPYRIGIT,

The Loudon Athenaum, noticing the aeoession
of » new Mimstry in England, says:—

*They may,il they please, put the great question
of copyright with the United States on s new and
sound footng. A movement has arisen in
America itgell; and this movement probably re-
(quires mo more than a triendly recognition on
our side to seoure 118 success. The Whigs, 1t is
thought, were unwuling to meet and encournze
this Ametican effort, on the grouud of our pride
not allowing us to take any further steps,
Burely, in s cago where the interests of all gur
thinkers and writers are conceraed, a govery.
went oifloe may noceot justice when it is otfered,
snd put in a corner ite own offeaded majesty,”

A LETTER FROM MIS8 DRADDON
CURITIUE,

The London Spectalor having Intimated that
in Mg Braddon's novel, “The Doctor's Wife,”
the best parts were at least derived irom Flaa.
bert's “Madame Bovary,"” the lady replies thus:—

“Your criticism of 'The Dootor's Wile' gave
me g0 much gratificarion that I should be want-
ing in gratitude were [ 1o allow you to remain
under any msaporehension with' regard to that
book. Permit me then to say. that bepween it
and ‘Madame Bovary' no reasonable comparison
can be sustaiped; most assurediy the latter in
1o way gave riso to the former. Gustave Flan-
bert's bovel ks & morbid analysls ol ¥ vielons and

TO ONE OF ner

The wife—we moésn the Boottish oms—mean-

seusunl woman, who abaudons herself unhosi-

tatingly to a career of unmitigated tnfamy, In
‘The Doctor's Wife," Is is a senti-
mental '“;I]' ihlou m : in girlish
poeiry, and whose antic ament pre-
unos'let from dearmdation, aiter leading her
into d r. The points praised in
“The or's Wile’ are those in w'mh that story

diflers most irom ‘Madame Bovary,’ Iandeed, the
only resemblanoce it I8 posaible for the most
gevere criticlsm to discover botween the two
books is in the solitary fact ‘that the herotne of
each 18 the wife of & provincisl surgeon, and
leads & dull life. Al the ch u‘,aq-.'_.u the site-
ations, Incidents, nconerg. dialogue, rellections,
are entirely my own;j and 1 defy the most search-
ing scrutiny to detect a parallel passage or &
borrowed thovght,

“For the *Lady's Mile,' I oan also affirm that
it 8 all my own thundur, very mild thunder,
perhaps, but warranted genuwine, nevertheleas,

*1 am, #ir, ete., . Braopos.”

Miss B, should have followed the example of

George Elllot, (Miss Evans), who, after seelug
her Inst book, “Felix Hoill," out of press, took
the money she received for it, $20,000, and
went abroad, to avoid reading disagrecable no-
tices of Ik
ALEXANDRE DUMAS AT NIS OWN GRAVE.
Dumas says in a recent letter:—
“A short time sinece, an old friend of mine

was arrested for $300, and thrown nto the
debtor=' fal, e sent me word he was under

! lock and key, and asked .me to libergte kim, |

Lind not $3400. I wont to his oregitor nud en-
terad into a contract hinding me to deliver six
lectures in any six provincial towns he pleased
provided he released my friend., He socopled
my ofler, snd my friend came out ol jail at
opee”

Here is Dumas' descriotion of his grave:—

“There arc few  burying-grounds so plo-

 buresque as thar of Villers Cotterets. The sliu-
ation o the villuge m the midst of a 1orest
enablea the Viugers to obtuin all sorts of trecs

for the towmbe. At adistance ons secs s bosky
with different colored leaves, and when one
observes the play of light on all these groups of
trees, and hears the jovous birds flying (rom
hinb to lunb, one thinks it must be the park of
Eome castle rather than a willuge cemetery,
The lot destined lor our family burying grou id
Is & large square, marked by six magniticent
fits, which were planted st wy tathar's burial,
They are now forty-nine years old, sud are mag-
piicent, 1 never go near toese firs without
profound emotion. All | bsve most sacred in
wy memories lie there, 1 went npear them
thas time htumbler and bowed neacer than ever
foeurth, feariug to loos aud anxious to see,

A grave was dug al the foor of the stone
which covers wy ruther's body, The
grovedigger  stood A Little  a'stance  off

leanimg on his gpade, us he is represented in
Ham¢i, He bhad just completed his tusk., He
guw me cowming, and had woved aside. |
slopped near the giave. Oh! sweet bitterness
of tears, with what sombre voluptuonsness [
sought thee! The gurden plauted on cach of
the graves where my maternal grandisther and

| grauamotper and my lather slecp was well kept.

vodded thanks to the piavedieser who was
charged with thi=s dute, 1| guthered o tower
Irem each of these curdens, und laid themn on
the bottom of the grave. [ saw there 4 long
sguare auced whers there was no mound.
Knowing it was reserven lor somehody, 1 called
the gravedigeer, and asked him ‘What 18 this
place for? It is your sruve, M. Dumas. There
are still three vacant piaces in your burying-
ground, and I have thonght you wonld be glad
1o be us near ns possible to your father and
mother. 1 do not cire which une of your
parents may die belore you; be sure this pluce
will be kept tor you.! 1 wade a sign to
the gravedigger to come up, and stamping the
ground with my foot to take possession of i, |
suld to him:— So it i8 agreed, ssn't 1y This 18
my grave? “Yes, M. Dumas,’ 1 took a louis
out of mv pocket, and gave it to h'm. He
thanked me by n sort of nol, us he #aid:—*Yon
think it willdo!" 1 replied, *Yes, bnt have vou
thought to provide aenmst your dyine belore
we?  Oh! don't be uneusy nhout that, M.
Dumas; 1 will tell my successor to take ears of
it tor you.,” "

THE FEVAL-BARDOU QUARREL—HOW FEVAL WROTE
““THE MYSTERLIES OF LOXDON,"

In Paris ibey have had quite o Literary scandal,
It bas, of coorse, delighited the general publie,
who are pleased to see hterary mon pluy baisle-
dore with disngreenbls peracnaliies as the shut-
tlecocks, M. Paul Fevnl is the suthor of if.
He made a most unwarrantable atiack on M,
Vietorien Sardou, M Feval is a novelist, who,
aiter struggling learfolly with poverty (which

| =eems the imitintion to literature almost every-

where), rose by degrees Lo a low, a very low
degrer of lavor among the third and foorth clads
Ol newspapers, as s writer ol novels tor their
feuiliéion, 1In this poshtion he remained uatil
Eugene Bue published his ™ Mysteries o Paris,"
The preat success of this novel made M.
Auntenor Joly, then manuger of the Cowrrier
(suno one ol the most curious Ggures of aris),

auxious 1o hit wvpon sowe novel which
should counterbalance the reputation ot
Bue’s stors. Une mworning, an idea strock

him, and he went at once o M, Feval's garret,
The lollowing conversalion took place belween
them:—"Were you ever in London, Feval?”’
“Never," *'Can you speak or read Englisn
“Not one woerd,”  ““You are just the mantor me,
because you will write without previous pias!
I want you ro write a novel of 150,000 lines, enti
tied the ‘Mysteries of Loudon.,' You will give
uie the frst thrée chuptlers toamorrow morning,
They will be publisied in our to-morrow even-
ing's edition, Here are the first $1000 copyrigh
in advance.” *“No, really, 1 cunnot accept those
ropositions. 1 um not capable of writing sn
inglish mnovel,” ‘“‘Nonsensa! What arve youo
wriing I  “A movel, ‘Les Compagnons du
Hasard,' which will prove guite & long novel,”
M. Antenor Joly ran through the frst pages of
the novel, and exclaimed:;—"*Why, that is admi-
rable—just Lthe thing we want, Opliterate those
French names. Pul iu English names, torvents
ol gin, fog, and smoke, and 1t will be a Hrst-rato
English vovel. Coneclude the first ten chapters,
and go 1o London to complele the work.,” A
formight afterwards M. Feval was in Loadon. |
quote this ancedote for two reasons; to show yon
how these people, who turn up their noges at the
Euglish for “shopkespers,” carry trade even into
the renlms ot urt, aud this in the most unscrupu-
loug way; tnd to let you see the beginming o1 M.
Feval's lortuncs. He owed them to the tile M, Au-
tenor Joly gave him, and to the vozue it enjoyed
in consequence of Hugene Sue's work's success,
He continued to be un obscure writer (sithoush
bls income was quite comiortable) of novels in
fewrtetong until the deuths of Frederick Boule,
De Balzae, ond De Bernard, and the exhap«tion
ot M. Alexandre Domas made him more cou-
gplecaous. He did not rise; otherd fell around him
and #o made him s=éen. Understanding the st
ol nsing social relations o ndvance himselt, aud
of \nvesting fiattery Lo sure advaniage, beoomiog
less unskilied In the use of the pon, bhe has, ot
late years, occupied u good position. Husband-
fng lhis money judictously, keeping clear of
debt, sveiding disereditable relations with per-
sons ol both sexes, he has, aided by time, sidled
himeelf into guite a good position as u literary
man by these extrancous aids, Tiune hallows
everythmg it sgpares. A {ly, which the hopse-
maid had killed, or my unecle Toby had gently
put out of the window, becomes g precious trea
sure when time hardens the amber into which
it had floundered.

DORE VE, TENNYBON,

Messrs. Noxon, of London, whe are Tenny-
son's publishers, annoonoe to sppesr i Decem-
ber a volume (umpenal 4lo, price one gulnen)
coptaining “Elaine” by Alfred Tennyson, illus-
truted by Uustave Dore. There will be nine full
puge drawings engraved on steel, In the 0rst
slyle of art, by J. H. Baker. They gay: “The

Gwens ol this ariist bave unever yet n ep-
i“ml oo steel, and. consequently have never

in ted in thelr fullest sense, M, Dore
bhas made drawings with special reference
to this mode of engraving, and 1t was at his
special Ngnm that the publishers determined
1o fncur t aﬂmt outlay uecossary to produce
this book. 1t is also the fivst time that M. Dore
has Mustrated the works of & contemnorsry
suthor, and, to use bis own words, be dos'ros
the work “T'a be s monument to Mr, Tennyson
aud his own powers.” “Mon frere a fall eetie

L

oy

tola-cl le mrand suecess qui fora domlg:“lon

nom a In photerite. — f Dot As "
rant wlish, ' _tunatd
into ch o, ahd he has 48 his
designs on this, ’ ) 4
THE FRENGH GOVERNMENT 0UYING LAMARTING ODT.
Feds rumored the financial of M, de
Lumaitine has been discussed by the French
Cabinel, snd it ls in contemplation to pav all of
his depts, angd eive bith a pension of $8000 a
vear, he, on the other hand, tunarcrﬂn¥ to the
overnment sl his esin oqp(ﬂxh %, and
other property. It Is sald the only obstacle to
this arrangement 1s M. de Lamartines hesita.
Hton 1o necept any tavor (ro.u the Governmeni.
LAMS,

In & few months the “Liie of Charles Lamb,"
h]r B. W. FProctor, will be published, “Elis"”
illustrated by *'Barry Cornwall.” Lamb died in
December, 1834, and Prootor is now 78 yosrs
old.  Taltourd’s *‘Life," and ‘“*Memoriali" of
Lamb sre not quite satistzctory, fer thoy hint
at much as they reveal. They err, also, In re-
presenting Lamb as a badly paid man of letters.
When he retired from his effice In the India
House, in 1827, after 27 vears almost nomnal
labor there, he was receiving, and had lone
recewved, £700 a year, and wos suporannusted
on L4060 » year, with a pension o his sister o
the avent of ner surviving Lim, which she did,
In faot, Lamb was beirer off, all kis lite, than
wost ol his literary contemporaries,

FRENCH AUTHORS MANGLING ENGLISH.

M, Clemens Duvernols, one of the editors of
La Liberts, headed one ol the recent editorials
of his parer with these Engiish words:—'‘Go
Hend ™ Ho meant Go Abesd! M, Jules Junin
in & recent fauniicion, said:—*'A horse ! A horse!
My kiogdom for a horse! to use Samuel Jolin-
s0n's lapgusge., O rure Sam Johnson!” Have
Jou notjced the mistakes made in M. Victor
Hugo's last novel. In speaking of Americs?
He calls Colonel Beunton “‘the fsmous Missoun
banker,” uod Clay “the mill boy ol the scars"
(tranglaving, not unnaturally, slaghes by sours),
#nd save:—""We (Amencans) call Winteld Scou
‘hasty plate o1 soup,' because the first thing he
did piter deleating the Euelish was to ait down
1o tuble,” He says the American love for nick
names is & fostion of the lower Greek Emmpre,
and it evidently proves revolting to his tastes,
+ + + A Frooch newspaper, apesking of the
horrors of Londow, said quite recendy:—*' will
it be belleved in London o soup made of rotten
green walnuis snd cats’ hivers Is eaten, and popo-
ar o all clusses ol society ' Some of the sub-
Bcrtbers to the puper insisted upon furthier par-
trenlurs, in order that they might avoid this
horrivle eoup when they wenut 1o London. The
editor =aud the soup he alluded to was called in
Lonaon walnut catsup, and hould by sll mesns
be avoided.

THE NEW YOEK PRESS.

EDITORIAL OPINIONS OF THE LEADING
JOURNALS UPGN CURRENT TOPILCS.

OCMPILED EVERY DAY WOR EVENING TELVGRAPH,

A Pennsylvania View.
From the Tribune,

The Monster meeting at Reading, Pennsylva-
nin, was so called, we suppose, from the mon-
strous doctrines it advoeated, and the speech of
the Hon, Richurd Vaux, Its President. As few
of our readers may know this siatesman, we will
wriie his blography, apologizing for its length.
Muny years ngo, Mr, Vaux was Mayor of Phila
delphia; many years ago he was elected a Direc-
tor ol Girard College, but unfortunately had not
the benefit of a previous education at that insti-
tution; many years ago he nveanted the Vaax
shirt collar, which is still largely worn in Phila-
delplia—by himself ; the other day he went to
Renaing, and was appointed spokesman for the
Democratie party, Thess are the principal events
ot his public eareer, which, it will be seen. has
been steadily downward,  First, Mayor, then
Director; then 8hirs Collar Inventor; then Presi-
dent of the Reading meeting: this 14 a feartal
dechne, and we lear 1t is not ended, as it 12 sald
that My, Vaux wants to become Secretary of
State under conditions which would make that
office next to the lowest in the country,

We are glad he was allowed to make a specch,
lor he, of all men, 1s best fited to spesk for the
Denocracy. Others have the tact to hideits

urpores, but Mr. Vaux scorns concealment,

ih hiz usunl enevgy he seized the occusion to
ehow h s knowledge of the longest words in the
dictionary, and to review tne history of the
United Stutes, We find, thereiore, that the
Democtals ol Pennaylvamia believe that & word
of six syllubles is better rhsn & word of one, and
thet the wur was begun in New England, 1t s
also a cardinal article of the Democratic faith
thut the present Ucngress represents mobody,
aud thut not one of its acts 18 constitutionsl.
Will Mr, Vaux question the constitutionality of
18 adjournment ? Another plattorm of the party
alirms—"1t is wrong to {each hile niggers to
read. From these premiscs the couclusion is
resched that “Andrew Johuson i8 an honest
man, who has remembered the teachings or his
youlh, aud, though eaptured for a while by the
Black Bepublicans, has scratohed back to the
Democracy,” Thus we find out what priuciples
fdud purposes are sttnibuted to the President by
the Demoerats who support bnim,

Jounsonism, iu their opinion, is hatred of New
England, tear ol the South, and & profound con-
viction that the country will be ruined if litile
pigzers receive a beder education than Presi-
dents of Democratic meetings,

., How Train Would Do It
From the 1Tribuna,

Mr. George Francis Train, in addition to his
regular labors, has taken the job ol running the
Uemocratio party of Nebraska on the Jolinson
tiack. He bas just organized it at Omaha as
“The Johuson Club of Nebruskas,” on this plat-
form:—
t|I;"u--t. That the Union is indispensable and insolu-
“Seeond, The equality of States and the right of

represtulation so mnly gusidnteca, e right ot
eseh klouss ol Cougress to judge o1 tho oleeaon and

guiliication o1 its members, uid Lhat Lo member /

should be sdunited to eiber House of whose o) wlty
there 1s u reusonable doubt.

Thira, Thut cluvery Is abolished in ail the States
sd Territonws hereol, and should never, in soy
ferm, Le revived.

Fourth, Ihat each State should prescribe the
quaiilicatons of 1ts own electors,

Fith. Tuat the nght o1 each &tate to regulato its
domoestie nlioirs showid be maimtaiped.

2ixth, Thut we most fuliy and cordially approve
of tho stean pud iuflexible putriotism of President
Jobuson displayed denog the ate Kebe'lion, and
warm'y appiove his untiring efforts in benall of
e Vigorous and cuntinued prosscution ol the war
uBder the war poiey of Fiesdden! Lincoln's Adumy
pation to ws tionl rerult 1o saviog the Union 1rom
dsiupiiin, and we a0 coruially suprove the policy
parsued by the Presidoenst in s efforts .0 restore hars
wouy and kindiy relations between tho d.fMerent
sites o1 the Union,

beventh, 'but as no Stato could withdrawjirom
the Union, there can be no rondmwission to the Union
and thal all enabung aols lor Lhat purpose ate 1m-

proper.

Eighib, That in no event should the Government,
direcuy or Indirect ¥, mwako remuneration (or sinves
Hh o poresk ‘o 84 Jobi,oF Habire oo
b6 101 aw on Ues -
carrod by J:mm Intely in Rebellion,

—Train, we presume, understands how to
barmonize *‘the right of each Stals to reaulate
i domestie affair=" with an assurance thay
‘Siavery should pever, in any form, be revived,”
That is, we trust, Train's oploion; but swppose
south Carolins, Georgis, etc., shonld think
diferently—which “coversiznty” 18 to prevail—
that of George or that of Georgla?

Thev as 10 “loyalty;” who is to judgee? and
vhose “reasonable doubt” is to exclude a fuirly
ela member wom his seat in the Senate or
House! We need light on this point: can Train
oil atloxd it?

As to 4 State’s preseribing “ihe qualifioations
of 15 own electors,” we want to know who
constitute the State that is todo the prescribing;

od if 40,000 sduit male Rebels in South Oaro

ma are to ba anthori od dlstranohise §0,u00
hearty Unlonists, we ch&_ agron 1o i We
indist 1 our restorod Unloh men who
loye #n bi to uphold that Union shall
not be put under the feet of Robels wh eht

murnu-l‘ (& disivember dest our
souniry LIl they eould fight no lovger. Did
ever belore a pation wrinomphant over internal
fors puts its defendors under the feet of 1ts
deteated insorgents’ Can that be the way to
recure ita perpoluity ' Ro! 0, George Francis!
the Unton 18 not *“perpetual and indssoloble”
t'h:‘: t'»unu-m base and \reacherous o policy ns

Steering for the Rocks.
Frem the Nation,

There is a strong Impression afloat in politi
cal ciroles that thera is trouble of some port
ahead adring the coming year—trouble more
serloua than any which the coaniry lins vot had
to encounter, and it 1s but right that the publie
should know exnctly the nature of the danger
into whach, in the opinion of a grest many men
who are neither hasty mor sinple, 1t is rapidly
dritting,

There 18 now very little guestion that the
President has fully resolved to commit himsel
Lo the enuke of the South, and turn the Govera-
ment over, 50 {nr a8 it 18 10 his power to do
s0. He will make a vigorous etlort (o do this
by the forms o luw, snd by a liberal use of
corrupting oflicial influences; but he will not
stop with these, He hus entersd upon & path
which may, and unless there be more modera-
tien in b than has yet been revealed, pro-
bably will lead nim 1o an atiemp: to caery out
s theores by torce ol arms, unless so tho-
roughiy detewicd ju the elections thia tall as to
destroy all hopes ol dividing the North.

All our readers are tamibar with the threats
which have beru made by the resdent’s new
allies, of hig recogmining the Boumhern membors,
und those who might juin them, as the geauine
Congress, This 1 pot likely 1o be done at pre-
rent, sumply becunse a quorum could not be got
together su that way, When the Southern seats
are filled there will be 72 Senntors nod 242 Re-
presentatives,  But there arve not wore than $1
rerfons row olanming to bo Henaters, nor mote
than 98 cluiming to be Representatives, who
could pessibly be induced to tske part In any
euch disorganizing and revolutionary proceed-
Ings, The echieme, thorveiors, cannot ut prisent
be earrica out with the slightest pretense of
legality.

But the next Congross will oresent an antirely
dittercnt question. There s very licille denbt
that the iepublican party will lose one rapre-
sentntive in Conmecticut, tures in New York,
one in FPenpveylvanm, three in Oblo, three 1n
Inclana; two in Tinows, one in Michigan, one 1n
Wiscomen, two in Missonri, und one in Kentucky;
while the four Johuson-Uuion mewmbers trom
Maryland, Kentucky, sod Missourl will be sue-
ceeded by other Johnson men, if not re-electad,
Four of the members elect from Tennessee to
the present Congress are too loyal to support
Mr, Johnsou, Not more than two of these will
ke reelected. No wembers have been yet
elected 1 Texas, Four Secessioniats will appoar
from that reconstructed State next wiuter.
Thus, at the opening of the Fortieth Congress
117 persons clnlmmq; seats in the House wi
oriaing be prepared to support Mr, Johnson's

hey. 1 he can only carry five more be will

ave a clear mejority of those whom he
will consider lawiully elected to the lower
branch ol Congress, Now it is very probable
thal, m aaditlon Lo those losses whic{l we huve
belore mentioned, the Republicans will lose one
wember in Connecticut (Mr. Hubbard), two
1 New York (Messre, dumphrey and Ketebam),
fwo o Penusylvania  (Messrs, Thayer and
NMiller), two in Olio (Messis. Hubbell and
Ashley, or Mr. Clark), oue in Indiava (Mr, HiIY),
one in Lhnols (Mr., Hardiug), and one in Wis-
consin (Mr, Sawyer), ten in ah; while it is not
ceriain but that five or six other scats may be
lost, Tuking, however, these estimates as the
baels of calculution, It will be seen that the
robable loss of 28 members, though it wonld
cave & Republican msjority of abont 40 in the
Hpusde o Representatives as at present consti-
tuted (113 Republicans to 71 Johnsonisns),
would yet give the Johnson party 127 members
out o1 242, in case the Southern delegations
were aomitted,

it the present prograomne is earried out, the
Southern Kepre-entatives will ingise npon their
right to vote 1or Bpeaker at the commencemoent
of the next Congress, The Clerk will not call
their names; and the pian meditated i8 for the
70 or 756 Johinson members who are ¢lesrly en-
titled to seats fo urite wih the 58 excluded
Southervers, elect a temporacy Chalrmen in
plice o1 the Clerk, thoose a S;enker, and apply
to the President tor recognition. This recogni-
tion is, of course, to be given, and the unrecog-
nired Houre o be forcibly ejecred.

We need not say that such conduct would lead
to the instant impeachment of the officiats con-
cerni-d im il if the majority of the lawiul repre-
senintives were atlowed to meet anywhere, and
that toe President would as a mntier of course
reluse to acknowledge the vatidity of the pro-
ceedings, This would egually, as a marter of
courge, bring about n conilict of authority, the
decision of which by the Senate would be
unavalling to prevent an appeal to force. If
convicied by two-thirds of the court of impeacn-
ments, as now constituted, the President would
still deny ihe wvelidity ol the sentence, ihe
twenty-rwo Southern benators beng excluded,
aud thos the 1ssue would be leit to the decision
ol @ime,

It the new conlion carries 93 out of the 184
undisputed seats in Congress, Mr. Johnson's
triun:ph way be as peacelul a8 1t will be com-

sdete; or 1 it fails to prevent the electlon of
]I‘J'.: Republicang, he may abandop the hope of
suceess o o strugele where n te can have no
pretepge of legality upon his side; but we
think the former alternavive highly improbable,
aud the latrer almost impossibie. The only
remaining prospect, unless the courage of one
party or the oiher iails st the Inst moment, is
ol war,

The disadvantages of the loyal North in such
on event wust wot be denled or underrated,
The South would bave in such nstroggle, ex-
acily the pomition which, it it had taken it in
1500, would have ipsured its triumph, It
would undertake to crushh & divided North o
the name of the Federal Government. It would
vght s battles 1n the name of the United
States, under the command of & nominal
President of the Umted States, and
with the sanction of n selfstyled Fede.
ral Cougress, It would have an  equal
chance for recogunifion by ail forelgn powers,
1 would have poweriul aid jn the North, espe.
cinlly in the Stutes where the loeal ndoministra
tion might be in the hands of Johngon men,

Up the otber Lund, it is a lavorable e¢ircum-
giance that the governor of every Northern
Stute 15 now 8 Republican, and that the only
overnors who cun possibly be displaced by

Jomocrats within the next year (exceol in case
o1 veuth) are those of Counecticut, New Yorl,
niid Feopnsylvanla, The bulk ol the Noithera
States, therolore, as lur 85 thelr exeoutive autho-
nties are concerved, will certalnly co-operafe
with Copgress. The militin would be placed
under its control, aud, in the absence of a large
standing army, this would be an immense ad.
vantage,

What has hrought this Government Inlo such
@ critical positton? Why is 1t that, alter such u
terrible experience a8 we have st pawsed
thiowgh, we are auam driving stralgat upon the
same rocks?! For two reasons: the PHrYerse-
uess of the President, and the lack of (rue states-
mavskip lo Congress, Oun these points we shall
wike some briel remarks.

It is now undeniable, as it has long been evi-
dent 10 all sensible polit cians, that Mr. Johnson,
months ago, resolved upon breaking up the
party to which he owed his election. His offi-
clous deelarstions of neutrality in the fall of 1865;
bis hasty recoznition of the Southern diates
before they had really complied with his own
terms; the offensive langunee ot his vetoes, and
the bitterness of his specches, all indieated the
desire of his hemrt to earry out the scheme to
which ho is vow openly committed, of orgamn-
zing & party on the basis of persopal devotion to
bimsell.  As 80ou as he hag seoured the Bucgess
of this ourlipg idea of hls brain, be did not
hesitate to stultity himgell by opponng the new

Constitutional smendment, aithongh 1t ia in
mubst , oxnctly what he had himsell ﬁa--
mended & few monws p « All als
tended i« simply i nenble
denoo in o bad gsuse, His power of appon

/ to office is res by ann aaverse Senace
aawm over themimy by & putriotio Licuisniat-
enernl, The mom o nt he ?.' unfottered he will

rhow his real na

Eimple people who m

politician tor the d guivy ol & sateamsa..

Mr. Johinson has determined thae his will shall
t.»al:r He, no douby, taucies that he is aota-
tional guarsnwes; but he has no hesitation.
overtiding theso whonever it bétler suits B
purposes. His regard for the rights of the

(4]

the l?lerlmm of (t.kmmu to
Tace (rom exterminat.on; yet it 0 8
that he does mot hesifele o promise m‘:?l‘ L4
Interyention on bebult of ebels al the coming
Missgur eleglion. His real objeot 1s to foree s
reconsiruction of the Uniou without any aimi-
nution of Soulhiern power; nay, even with aa
merease ol gt
We cannot let Congress’ pass entirely without
cepsure, although we sre awate that its duties
have been exceodingly difficult, and its path
blocked up with embarrassments, [t8 mmn
aetvet has been that those of 18 members ¥no
have any wisdom Lave lucked courage, snd that
those members who had courage lacked wisdom,
wlile the majority had neither, bus simply good
intentions,  Mr, Btevens bas s bolduess snd
lugk that are invalusble; out, un‘ortunsely,
obs lull of the most absurd medicval idoss,
Mr. Fessonden has an exoellent ludgiuent on
ot questions, but is over-onatiouns, and al'o ws
tiwe to ship by whie feeliug s ground. We
eannof imsglae how any one holding he views
expressed o the report ol the Uommities on
Recousiruction could douby the power of Cons
gress to reorgsuize the Southern Stated upon
uny brsis whioh it mh ot deem it Had Congress
done this, and completea the work of restoration
upon V& own lerms, the power of Mr. Joliason
for misghiel would have been desiroyed, and the
deteat ol the Umon party been mede impossible,
It ig, however, more inportiut Lo lovk to the
future than to the past. lmmivent as are the
dunecrs before ug, we do nos think it tmpo-gible
to avert thom; but the eilort will require the
uwimost wisdom and nrmness ou the part of the
Northiern people. A timely preparation for the
coufict ol 1861 might bave preveuted it also-
getlier, in which case those whe forcsaw ita
appro ch might bave beeu riowevled ns false
prophats,  So at this eriss, it the President sees
that the North 15 fully prepared 1o meet him
he will be foreeidl to abandon his se bemen, lmi
those who nuw souud the aiarm miey then be
laughed at; but this 18 a small risk for us to
buar compared with the deangers which might,
beiall tne cotintry throvgh the unwise sMence
ol the press. The proccedings of the Union
caucus al Wushington show that our apprehen-
sfonsy are sbated by many of the oldest and
coolest politicians thero; the langusge of our
lendimg geveruls shows that they loresee the
same convingeaces; and 1f we are misiaken in
our fears, we err nt least in good compauy and
on the sater side,

ve the o

The Caunses ol Benedek’s Deteat,
From the Times,

A French paper assigns as the three principal
cuu<es of Benedek's deleat, that the Bavarlans
were too slow, that the Austrigns were numerd-
cally inferior, and that the Prussians, with their
needle-guns and riled caunon, had the best
arms, Though all these circumstances may have
largely contributed to the loss by the Austrinns
ol the great duy of Budowa, yet we think that

therea were an'erior causes at work in favor of
the Prussians and agminst the Austrians, and
the almost sole result ol the waitund-be blessed
sirateg)y, or rather uo strutcgy, of Benedek,

We have before us for review all the successive
eveuts of the campaien in Bohemis, begianing
with the tirst guvance ot the Prussisps into
Saxony oo the l6th of June, and ending with
Sudoss onthedd o) July. We cau now lorm a
comprratively correct estimate of the strategy
of boilh combatants, Without encumberiog oar
remurks by any extended reflorence to dotails,
aud eudeavoring to be brief, we a-k the reader'’s
ailention for p féew moments to the position in
whieh the 10th of Juue, the day of the declara-
tion o war, found ho'h bellizeren‘s, Prussia
had an army ol 144,000 men un ler the Crowa
Prince 1n Silesin, extending along the entire
Austilan frootier to near Oawieczio. She
had another army of 120,000 men under
Prince  Frederick’ Charles in  Prussian
Saxony, on the western and along the
northern nud northeastern frontler of the
kmgdom of Buxony. Austria, on the other
hand, bad a large army, estiniated to consist of
about 260,000 men tor active operations in the
field, exclusive of post garrisons and other
detached  cervice, under Benedek, his line
sueiching Like the two sides of & trisngle from
the vatley of the Egor up into the sallent angle
which Bohemia makes into Royal Saxony, and
down again along rhe line of the Glalz oTuutry
and Prussian Siesw to the boracrs ol Galioa.
krom his extreme mnorthiern outpost, ncar
Aussig on the Eibe, enedek was only about
fourteen miles from Dresden, while the Prus-
flaps, from their pemiest point anywhere on
the Saxon irontter, lad more: than thirby,
Had there been that vim, and nerve,
aod  reolutiness  of  amlon  which the
Prossians have shown, in the Austrian com-
mander, the nizht of the 16th of June would
bave seen him o Dresden, aud on the 15th he
could huve contronted with his whole arm
ihe three corps d'armee of Prince Fre-.leric{
Onbarles on the memorable field befure Leipsic,
Two hundred thousand sealust one bundred and
twenty thousaud would, io spite of the Prossian
needle-gun, have given Benedek all the chanecs
of victory, OUn his mght the bulk of the Prus-
slan army ol Suesing covsisting of four corps
d'armce, was concentrated between Franken-
slein, Glatz, und Nelgse, and between them and
the Austiinns lay the Riecen-gebirge, with ecasily
defensible pusses, An Austnsn viotory over tha
Fruesians at Liepsic, however, would have at
cnce previnted any olffensive movement of the
Prissluns in Silesia, for then Berlin would have
bec n much more in danger than Vienns now is.

With all these advaniazes promisiug, why did
Bevedek delny and remain quictly cooped up, as
it were, behund bis mountains, whils the Pros.
sleng overran Saxony froma (wo directions? In
fddition to these strategical reasons, 8o obvious
that cven an unmilitary eye onn comprenend
them by carefully studying agood topographical
mup of tne country, he ought to have bsen
prompted o an instantanecus advance in foree,
oy the political reason that the Saxon allies of
his sovereen should have been encouraged by
the oresence of their Austrian proteciors seainst
Prussian invasion, and that the minor German
Btales yet wavering might, by the resolule astion
ol Austrin, heve dotermined to tuke her side.
Certulnly these were ressons enough to have
counselled action instead of delay. Benedek
chose the latier, and Iz this hes the principal
entige ol his uitimate defeat. Tho Prussians,
however, ucted as Benedek oughl to have done,
and in this hes the principul cause of their
piesent suceess.

It mey be that in his mountain fstnesses north
of the line of Prague and Pardubitz, Benedék
considered humusell secure agalnst attack, and
able to repulse anv coneerted wovemonts ol the
enemy; thit he felt himsel! compellod to commit
the pame strategionl fault a8 did thie Prossians
by dividing his wrmy uto two columaos, one
operatipe porth opposing Prince krederick
Contles, the other to the esst against the Crown
Privee, It may be that he expected the speedy
arrival of n corps of dfty thousand Bavarigns $o
jon the twenty-six thousand Saxons, who were
ro retire, or had retired mto Bohemus, and with
them to coustitute the lett wing of his arumy,
coveriug Prague and his own flank and rear,
and it may also be that the Bavarians were too
glow m coming, All this may be true, asd yet
be po cause for his defeat; since he silowed the
Progsians te enter Saxony unoppossd, and make
it their new base of operations, thus homming
in lh:njwﬂlm-n pon.";on of Bobemia, as i lo &
vice, udvancing thehce insy
in l:om.ﬂt]:’n’!v lim:s.g SERITNR 3N Poprion
iven then, rapldity of movoment eoul
saved hinl, Thou ﬂ?mim parallela l;‘ruhn;:
olten ocorrect, ns the oonditions of groand, of

wenther, sud mauy other

things lnygnu" he

to the dusmay of lhr "
! he slre a?neu of »
by & regard lor Suate pighls and constite- -
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